
N
EW

If your child's first language is not English, please use the checklist in the hom
e 

language of your child. C
hecklists w

ill soon be available in m
any languages.

BY 6 M
O

N
TH

S
Yes

N
o

D
oes th

e ch
ild:

•
startle in

 resp
on

se to lou
d n

oises?
...........................................................❒

❒
•

tu
rn

 to w
h

ere a sou
n

d is com
in

g from
? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .❒

❒
•

m
ake differen

t cries for differen
t n

eeds (h
u

n
gry, tired)?

....................................❒
❒

•
w

atch
 you

r face as you
 talk to h

er/h
im

?
.....................................................❒

❒
•

sm
ile/lau

gh
 in

 resp
on

se to you
r sm

iles an
d lau

gh
s?

........................................❒
❒

•
im

itate cou
gh

s or oth
er sou

n
d

s su
ch

 as ah
,eh

,bu
h

?
......................................❒

❒

BY 9 M
O

N
TH

S
D

oes th
e ch

ild:  
•

resp
on

d to h
is/h

er n
am

e?
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .❒

❒
•

resp
on

d to th
e telep

h
on

e rin
gin

g or a kn
ock at th

e door? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .❒
❒

•
u

n
derstan

d bein
g told n

o?
.........................................................❒

❒
•

get w
h

at sh
e/h

e w
an

ts th
rou

gh
 u

sin
g gestu

res (reach
in

g to be p
icked u

p
)? . . . . . . . . . . . . . .❒

❒
•

p
lay social gam

es w
ith

 you
 (Peek-a-B

oo)? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .❒
❒

•
en

joy bein
g arou

n
d p

eop
le?

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .❒
❒

•
babble an

d rep
eat sou

n
ds su

ch
 as babababa

or du
h

du
h

du
h

?
..........................❒

❒

•
C

om
m

u
n

ity Partn
ers

w
w

w
.tp

sls.on.ca

C
om

m
un

ica
tion

C
hecklist

For C
h

ild
ren

 from
 Birth

 to A
g

e Fou
r

If the answ
er is N

O
to any of the follow

ing 
questions, call Toronto Preschool Speech and
Language Services at 416-338-8255.

C
A

LL US A
BO

UT A
N

Y C
H

ILD
...

•
If you

 are con
cern

ed abou
t h

er/h
is sp

eech
/lan

gu
age develop

m
en

t.
•

If you
 are con

cern
ed abou

t h
er/h

is h
earin

g.
•

If h
er/h

is sp
eech

 an
d lan

gu
age skills h

ave n
ot im

p
roved over th

e p
ast six m

on
th

s.
•

W
h

o often
 rep

eats sou
n

ds an
d/or w

ords (stu
tterin

g).
•

W
h

ose voice sou
n

ds differen
t or odd to you

.
•

W
h

ose p
lay or social in

teraction
s seem

s in
ap

p
rop

riate.
•

W
ith

 a diagn
osis su

ch
 as cleft lip

/p
alate, h

earin
g loss, PD

D
/A

u
tism

, 
develop

m
en

tal delay (w
h

o is n
ot already receivin

g services).

E
arly In

terven
tion

 is C
ru

cial.
C

all Toron
to Presch

ool Sp
eech

 an
d Lan

gu
age

Services at 416-338-8255
T

T
Y

416-338-0025

D
ate C

om
p

leted:_____________________________________________________________

C
h

ild’s N
am

e:________________________________________________________________

C
h

ild’s D
ate of B

irth
:__________________________________________________________

Person
 C

om
p

letin
g Form

: _____________________________________________________

C
on

tact A
ddress:________________________________________Postal C

ode:__________

C
ity:______________________________________  Ph

on
e N

o:________________________

PH
0612SO

028
January 2007



BY 12 M
O

N
TH

S
Yes

N
o

D
oes th

e ch
ild:

•
follow

 sim
p

le on
e-step

 direction
s (Sit dow

n
.)? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .❒

❒
•

look across th
e room

 to a toy w
h

en
 adu

lt p
oin

ts at it? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .❒
❒

•
con

sisten
tly u

se th
ree to five w

ords?
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .❒

❒
•

u
se gestu

res to com
m

u
n

icate (w
aves h

i/bye,sh
akes h

ead for n
o)?

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .❒
❒

•
get you

r atten
tion

 u
sin

g sou
n

ds, gestu
res an

d p
oin

tin
g w

h
ile 

lookin
g at you

r eyes? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .❒
❒

•
brin

g you
 toys to sh

ow
 you

?
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .❒

❒
•

p
erform

 for social atten
tion

 an
d p

raise?
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .❒

❒
•

com
bin

e lots of sou
n

ds togeth
er as th

ou
gh

 talkin
g (abada badu

h
 abee)? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .❒

❒
•

sh
ow

 an
 in

terest in
 sim

p
le p

ictu
re books? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .❒

❒

BY 18 M
O

N
TH

S
D

oes th
e ch

ild:
•

u
n

derstan
d th

e m
ean

in
g of in

an
d ou

t,offan
d on

?
...................................❒

❒
•

p
oin

t to m
ore th

an
 2 body p

arts w
h

en
 asked?

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .❒
❒

•
u

se at least 20 w
ords con

sisten
tly?

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .❒
❒

•
resp

on
d w

ith
 w

ords or gestu
res to sim

p
le qu

estion
s 

( W
h

ere’s
teddy?

W
h

at’s th
at?)? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .❒

❒
•

dem
on

strate som
e p

reten
d p

lay w
ith

 toys 
(gives teddy bear a drin

k, p
reten

ds a bow
l is a h

at)? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .❒
❒

•
m

ake at least fou
r differen

t con
son

an
t sou

n
ds (p

,b,m
,n

,d,g,w
,h

)?
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .❒

❒
•

en
joy bein

g read to an
d sh

arin
g sim

p
le books w

ith
 you

?
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .❒

❒
•

p
oin

t to p
ictu

res u
sin

g on
e fin

ger?
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .❒

❒

BY 2 YEA
RS

D
oes th

e ch
ild:

•
follow

tw
o-step direction

s (G
o

fin
d you

r teddy bear an
d show

it to G
ran

dm
a.)? . . . . . . . . . . . .❒

❒
•

u
se 100 to 150 w

ords? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .❒
❒

•
u

se at least tw
o p

ron
ou

n
s (you

,m
e,m

in
e)?

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .❒
❒

•
con

sisten
tly com

bin
e tw

o to fou
r w

ords in
 sh

ort p
h

rases 
(D

addy h
at.Tru

ck go dow
n

.)? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .❒
❒

•
en

joy bein
g arou

n
d oth

er ch
ildren

?
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .❒

❒
•

begin
 to offer toys to oth

er ch
ildren

 an
d im

itate oth
er ch

ildren’s 
action

s an
d w

ords?
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .❒

❒
•

u
se w

ords th
at are u

n
derstood by oth

ers 50 to 60 p
er cen

t of th
e tim

e?
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .❒

❒
•

form
 w

ords or sou
n

ds easily an
d w

ith
ou

t effort? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .❒
❒

•
h

old books th
e righ

t w
ay u

p
 an

d tu
rn

 th
e p

ages?
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .❒

❒
•

read to stu
ffed an

im
als or toys?

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .❒
❒

•
scribble w

ith
 crayon

s?
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .❒

❒

BY 30 M
O

N
TH

S
Yes

N
o

D
oes th

e ch
ild:

•
un

derstan
d the con

cepts of size (big/little)an
d quan

tity (a
little/a lot,m

ore)?
 . . . . . . . . . . . . .❒

❒
•

u
se som

e adu
lt gram

m
ar (tw

o cookies,bird flyin
g,I  ju

m
ped)?

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .❒
❒

•
u

se over 350 w
ords?

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .❒
❒

•
u

se action
 w

ords su
ch

 as ru
n

,spill,fall?
.............................................❒

❒
•

participate in
 som

e turn
-takin

g activities w
ith peers, usin

g both w
ords an

d toys?
 . . . . . . . . .❒

❒
•

dem
on

strate con
cern

 w
h

en
 an

oth
er ch

ild is h
u

rt or sad? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .❒
❒

•
com

bin
e several action

s in
 p

lay (Feeds doll an
d th

en
 p

u
ts h

er to sleep. Pu
ts 

blocks in
 th

e train
 an

d drives th
e train

, drop
s th

e blocks off.)?
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .❒

❒
•

p
u

t sou
n

ds at th
e begin

n
in

g of m
ost w

ords?
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .❒

❒
•

use w
ords w

ith tw
o or m

ore syllables or beats (ba-n
a-n

a,com
-pu

-ter,a-pple)? . . . . . . . . . . . .❒
❒

•
recogn

ize fam
iliar logos an

d sign
s in

volvin
g p

rin
t (Stop

 sign
)?

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .❒
❒

•
rem

em
ber an

d u
n

derstan
d fam

iliar stories? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .❒
❒

BY 3 YEA
RS

D
oes th

e ch
ild:

•
u

n
derstan

d w
h

o,w
h

at,w
h

ere an
d

w
h

y
qu

estion
s? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .❒

❒
•

create lon
g sen

ten
ces u

sin
g five to eigh

t w
ords?

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .❒
❒

•
talk abou

t p
ast even

ts (trip
 to gran

dp
aren

ts h
ou

se, day at ch
ild care)?

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .❒
❒

•
tell sim

p
le stories? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .❒

❒
•

sh
ow

 affection
 for favou

rite p
laym

ates?
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .❒

❒
•

en
gage in

 m
u

lti-step
 p

reten
d p

lay (p
reten

din
g to cook a m

eal, rep
air a car)?

 . . . . . . . . . . . .❒
❒

•
talk in

 a w
ay th

at m
ost p

eop
le ou

tside of th
e fam

ily u
n

derstan
d w

h
at sh

e/h
e 

is sayin
g m

ost of th
e tim

e?
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .❒

❒
•

h
ave an

 u
n

derstan
din

g of th
e fu

n
ction

 of p
rin

t (m
en

u
s, lists, sign

s)?
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .❒

❒
•

sh
ow

in
terest in

, an
d aw

aren
ess of, rh

ym
in

g w
ords?

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .❒
❒

BY 4 YEA
RS

D
oes th

e ch
ild:

•
follow

 direction
s in

volvin
g th

ree or m
ore step

s (First get som
e paper,th

en
 draw

 
a

pictu
re an

d give it to M
om

m
y.)?

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .❒
❒

•
u

se adu
lt typ

e gram
m

ar? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .❒
❒

•
tell stories w

ith
 a begin

n
in

g, m
iddle an

d en
d? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .❒

❒
•

talk to try an
d solve p

roblem
s w

ith
 adu

lts an
d w

ith
 oth

er ch
ildren

?
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .❒

❒
•

sh
ow

 in
creasin

gly com
p

lex im
agin

ary p
lay? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .❒

❒
•

talk in
 a w

ay th
at h

e/sh
e is u

n
derstood by stran

gers alm
ost all th

e tim
e? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .❒

❒
•

gen
erate sim

p
le rh

ym
es (cat-bat)?

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .❒
❒

•
m

atch
 som

e letters w
ith

 th
eir sou

n
ds (letter b says bu

h
,letter tsays tu

h
)?

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . .❒
❒


